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TECHNOLOGICAL MILESTONES
LATT deformable mirror prototype successfully arrived at INAF Arcetri

On august 3rd, the LATT prototype was successfully transferred from ESA-ESTEC to 
Arcetri, under a 5 years loan agreement. The prototype is a 40 cm diameter deformable 
mirror, controlled by 19 voice coil actuators and was manufactured and tested under the 
former LATT project (INAF was involved for the optical qualification of the system). The 
project intended to assess the feasibility for space of an active primary based on voice coil 
actuators and a thin glass shell, sharing the same technology as the LBT and VLT secondary 
and ELT M4.

Within the PRIN 2019 SPLATT project (Segments and Pyramids for Large Aperture 
space Telescope Technology), the prototype has been transferred at INAF Arcetri and 
installed in the optical laboratory to further assess the capabilities of voice coil active 
primaries for space. In particular, the research team will investigate the rejection of external 
vibrations offered by contactless actuators, as a driver for improved optical performances 
and reduced complexity and costs.

The SPLATT team at INAF-OAA is composed by Runa Briguglio, Marco Xompero and Ciro 
Del Vecchio.

Credits: R.Briguglio/ INAF Arcetri
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NEW ARRIVALS

TECHNICIAN - GENERAL SERVICES

Jacopo Lenzi 

In my previous career I worked as a registered 
"Geometra" (surveyor) freelance in a private practice, 
mainly dealing with workplace and  fire safety as well as 
building design and construction management. I have 
held the role of consultant and security manager in 
various private companies and acted as teacher for 
training courses in the fields of workplace safety and fire 
prevention.
Here at the INAF Arcetri I will be in charge of General 
Services, hoping to be able to do a good job.
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